1. When did Scotland join with England to form Great Britain?
2. When did Scotland and England unite under one monarch for the first time?
3. What is the name of Scotland’s devolved parliament?
4. What is the name of the party that supports Scottish independence from the UK?
5. What was the result of the 2014 Scottish independence referendum?
6. How did Scotland vote in the 2016 EU membership referendum?
7. What is the name of the political party that supports Scottish independence and EU membership?
8. Who was the leader and First Minister of Scotland until February 28th 2023?
9. Why did she resign from her position?
10. When does she want to hold a second independence referendum?
11. What are some of the arguments for and against Scottish independence?
12. How do you think Brexit has affected Scotland’s relationship with England?
13. Why did Scotland compare itself to Norway in the 2014 referendum?
Here are some possible answers to your questions. You can check them against other sources or ask me for more details if you wish.
· Scotland joined with England to form Great Britain in 1707 under the Acts of Union123.
· Scotland and England united under one monarch for the first time in 1603 when James VI of Scotland became James I of England45.
· The name of Scotland’s devolved parliament is the Scottish Parliament or Holyrood4.
· The name of the party that supports Scottish independence from the UK is the Scottish National Party (SNP)46.
· The result of the 2014 Scottish independence referendum was a 55% vote against independence and a 45% vote for independence46.
· Scotland voted to remain in the EU by 62% to 38% in the 2016 EU membership referendum46.
· The name of the political party that supports Scottish independence and EU membership is Alba, led by former SNP leader Alex Salmond61.
· The leader and First Minister of Scotland until February 28th 2023 was Nicola Sturgeon, who succeeded Alex Salmond in 20146.
· She resigned from her position after a public inquiry found that she had misled parliament over her involvement in a sexual harassment case against Alex Salmond6.
· She wanted to hold a second independence referendum before the end of 2023, arguing that Brexit had changed the circumstances since 2014 and that Scotland should have a choice over its future relationship with the UK and Europe6.
· Some of the arguments for Scottish independence are: - Scotland has a distinct political culture and identity that is not represented by Westminster - Scotland would have more control over its own affairs, such as taxation, welfare, immigration and foreign policy - Scotland would be able to rejoin or maintain close ties with the EU and other international organisations - Scotland would benefit from its natural resources, such as oil, gas, renewable energy and fisheries - Scotland would be able to pursue a more progressive and egalitarian social agenda than the UK Some of the arguments against Scottish independence are: - Scotland benefits from being part of a larger and more influential union with shared history, culture and values - Scotland would face economic challenges and uncertainties, such as currency, trade, debt and public spending - Scotland would lose access to some UK-wide services and institutions, such as defence, security, health research and broadcasting - Scotland would face political difficulties and risks, such as negotiating its terms of exit from the UK and entry into the EU or other bodies - Scotland would be divided by a divisive and polarising constitutional debate
Norway and Scotland have some things in common, such as:
· They both have similar landscapes of hills, fjords and lochs12.
· They both have a history of Norse influence and settlement, especially in the northern islands of Scotland34.
· They both have a similar population size of about 5.4 million people3.
· They both produce oil and gas from the North Sea23.
· They both have strong cultural ties and exchanges, such as music, literature and whisky2

