Handout: Scottish History and Politics
Section 1: The History of Scotland
· Scotland is one of the four nations that make up the United Kingdom, along with England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The name Scotland derives from the Latin Scotia, land of the Scots, a Celtic people from Ireland who settled on the west coast of Great Britain around the 5th century CE.
· Scotland has a rich and diverse history that spans from ancient times to modern times. Some of the key events and periods in Scottish history include:
· The Roman invasion and occupation of southern Scotland from 43 to 410 CE
· The emergence of various kingdoms and clans in northern Scotland from 500 to 800 CE
· The Viking raids and settlements in western and northern Scotland from 800 to 1100 CE
· The wars of independence against England led by William Wallace and Robert the Bruce from 1296 to 1328 CE
· The union of crowns with England under James VI of Scotland (James I of England) in 1603 CE
· The Scottish Enlightenment, a period of intellectual and cultural flourishing in the 18th century
· The union of parliaments with England under the Acts of Union in 1707 CE
· The Jacobite rebellions against British rule led by Bonnie Prince Charlie in 1715 and 1745 CE
· The Industrial Revolution, which transformed Scotland’s economy and society in the 18th and 19th centuries
· The World Wars, which saw Scotland’s involvement and contribution to global conflicts in the 20th century
· The devolution of powers to Scotland under the Scotland Act in 1998 CE
Questions:
· What are some of the factors that shaped Scotland’s history?
· How did Scotland’s relationship with England change over time?
· What are some of the achievements and challenges that Scotland faced in its history?
Section 2: The Political System of Scotland
· Scotland has a devolved political system within the United Kingdom, which means that it has its own parliament, government, parties and elections, but also shares some powers with Westminster, the central government of UK.
· The Scottish Parliament is located in Edinburgh, the capital city of Scotland. It has 129 members (MSPs) who are elected every five years by proportional representation. It can make laws on matters such as health, education, transportation, environment, justice and culture. It also has some tax-raising powers.
· The Scottish Government is led by the First Minister, who is chosen by MSPs. It consists of cabinet secretaries who are responsible for different policy areas. It implements laws made by both Westminster and Holyrood (the nickname for Scottish Parliament). It also represents Scotland’s interests at UK level or internationally.
· There are several political parties in Scotland, but the main ones are:
· The Scottish National Party (SNP): A centre-left party that supports Scottish independence from UK. It is currently leading both Holyrood (with an overall majority) and Westminster (with most seats among Scottish MPs). Its leader is Nicola Sturgeon, who is also First Minister.
· The Conservative Party: A centre-right party that supports maintaining UK union. It is currently second largest party at Holyrood and leading party at Westminster (with overall majority). Its leader is Douglas Ross, who is also leader of opposition at Holyrood.
· The Labour Party: A centre-left party that supports more devolution for Scotland within UK union. It is currently third largest party at both Holyrood and Westminster. Its leader is Anas Sarwar, who is also deputy leader of opposition at Holyrood.
Questions:
· What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of having a devolved political system?
· How do MSPs represent their constituents?
· What are some of the current issues or debates that affect Scottish politics?
Section 3: The Scottish Referendum in 2016
· In September 2014, there was a referendum on whether Scotland should become an independent country or remain part of UK. This was agreed upon by both Westminster and Holyrood after SNP won

